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ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 H-02 DHA-02 /019W 

102428 

R 182220Z DEC 75 
FM AMCONSUL NUEVO LAREDO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 261 
INFO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

UNCLAS NUEVO LAREDO 0096 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, MX (OSTAPIW, WALTER MICHAEL) 

SUBJECT: CASE REVIEW OF ALL AMERICAN PRISONERS IN MEXICO 
(WALTER MICHAEL OSTAPIW) 

REF: STATE 194199, NLD A-9 DTD 1 APR 1974, NLD OM DTD 6 AUG 
1975 

1. MISTREATMENT AT TIME OF ARREST: SUBJECT CLAIMS THAT HE 
WAS PHYSICALLY BEATEN WITH CLOSED FISTS BY THE FEDERAL 
JUDICIAL POLICE AT THE TIME OF ARREST, BUT THAT NO SERIOUS 
INJURY RESULTED. ALTHOUGH SUBJECT MADE THIS COMPLAINT KNOWN 
TO CONOFF DURING INITIAL INTERVIEW, FIVE DAYS AFTER ARREST, 

NO REQUEST WAS MADE FOR CONSULAR INTERVENTION NOR WAS THE 
COMPLAINT MADE IN THE INITIAL STATEMENT TO THE COURT. POST 
BELIEVES THAT AT THIS LATE DATE ALLEGATION WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT TO SUBSTANTIATE AND THAT NO ACTION APPEARS 
FEASIBLE AT THIS TIME. TO DATE SUBJECT HAS NOT REQUESTED 
CONSULATE TO PROTEST TREATMENT AT TIME OF ARREST. 

2. FORCED CONFESSION: SUBJECT CLAIMS THAT AS A RESULT OF 
THE MISTREATMENT MENTIONED ABOVE, HE SIGNED A FORCED 
CONFESSION, ALTHOUGH NO SUCH COMPLAINT IS NOTED IN INITIAL 
CONOFF INTERVIEW ON 19 MARCH 1974. AGAIN POST BELIEVES THAT 
AT THIS LATE DATE, NO ACTION APPEARS FEASIBLE AT THIS TIME. 

3. DENIAL OF BOND: SUBJECT CLAIMS THAT HIS RIGHTS UNDER 
MEXICAN CONSHIHUTION ARE ABUSED IN THAT HIS REQUEST FOR 
RELEASE UNDER BOND HAS BEEN DENIED BY MONTERREY COURT OF 
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10,000 MEX PESOS QUALIFIES HIM FOR RELEASE UNDER BOND, BUT 
MONTERREY JUDGE HAS REFUSED TO CONSIDER IT BECAUSE OF THE 
LEGAL DIFFICULTY ENCOUNTERED IN ASSURING THAT A FOREIGNER, 
AFTER RELEASE, WILL REMAIN IN MEXICO AT THE DISPOSITION OF THE 
COURT. POST HAS NOT NOTED ANY RELAXATION OF THE JUDGES STAND 
ON THE ISSUE OF RELEASE UNDER BOND FOR AMERICANS. 

4. COMMISSIONED WORK: SUBJECT IS AWARE OF COMMISSIONED 
WORK PROGRAM BUT HAS CHOSEN NOT TO WORK LATELY. POST 
HAS ENCOURAGED HIM TO CONSIDER WORKING AS A MEANS OF 
EARNING A SENTENCE REDUCTION. 

5. APPEALS: SUBJECT HAS AMPARO DIRECTO PENDING BEFORE MEX 
SUPREME COURT MEXICO CITY. POST CONTINUES TO MONITOR CASE 
AND WILL REPORT SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS. 

GOF.I.7, 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRISONERS WELFARE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NUEV000096 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750442-0630 
From: NUEVO LAREDO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 228/aaaaayfl. tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCSE 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 194199 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 NOV 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 NOV 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <12 JAN 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 
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Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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